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looked on them, some sign of world-wide change, some
new direction of human labour, has wrought itself
into what one may call the speech of the landscape."
The scenery, a monotonous succession of little ups
and downs, is of the kind which owes its interest
to its subordination to human society. In George
Eliot's writings, there are proofs enough of sensibility
to natural beauty, but the scenery is a background to
the actors ; and there is no indication of such a passion
for her native district as Scott felt for his " honest grey
hills." The "midland plains " were "conservative,"
because they spoke of ancient order and peace; and
the opening pages of fldix Holt describe the scenery and
explain its signilicanco. The traveller of those days,
seated by the side of one of Mr. Weller's colleagues,
whirling at the amazing speed of ten miles an hour
across tho plain whence the waters flow to the Avon
and the Trent, had yot times to road many indications
of English life in the characteristic landscape. He
saw broad meadows with their long lines of willows
marking tho water-courses; and cornfields divided by
tho straggling hedgerows, economically wasteful but
beautiful with their bushes of hawthorn and dog-roses.
Ho camo upon remote hamlets, abodes of dirt and
ignorance, each knowing of tho world which lay beyond
its "own patch of earth and sky " only by intercourse
with 6k big, bold, gin-breathing tramps." But at times
also he passed through a trim eheerf ul villages," where
the, cottage gardens bloomed with wall-flowers and
geraniums, and the, blacksmith and tho. wheelwright
worn plying their cheerful trades. Solid farmers were
jogging past from their com Portable homesteads, where
quaint yew-tree arbours were backed by the grout